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KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS 1.02a

I
MODERN THINGS

Bashir and Ahmadu

book What is this?
This is a book.

paper Is this a book?
No, it’s not a book.  It’s paper.

newspaper Is this (plain) paper?
No, it’s not (plain) paper.  It’s a newspaper.

cup What is this?
This is a cup.

money What is this?
This is money.

tin can Is this a cup?
No, it’s not a cup.  It’s a tin can.

(children!of)!key
(small) key
(small) keys

What are these?
These are keys.

Are these keys?
No, this is a key.

chair
chairs

What is this?
This is a chair.

How about these?
These too, all are chairs.

table What is this?
This is a table.

refrigerator What is this?
This is a refrigerator.

bottle How about this?
This is a bottle.

cups, glasses Is this (one) cup?
No, this is (several) cups.
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matches How about this?
This is (a box of) matches.

candle What is this?
This is a candle.

books How about these?
These are books.

cups, glasses How about these?
These are cups.

cupboard What is this?
This is a cupboard.

knife What is this?
This is a knife.

fork
(“spoon!with!fingers”)

How about this?
This is a fork.

spoon How about this?
This is a spoon.

KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS 1.02b
II

MODERN THINGS

Maryam and Mai Jidda

chair What is this?
This is a chair.

bench What is this?
This is a bench.

bag What is this?
This is a bag.

linoleum What is this?
This is linoleum flooring.

mat What is this?
This is a mat.

chair Is this a bench?
This is not a bench.  It is a chair.

rug, carpet What is this?
This is a carpet.
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prayer rug How about this?
This is a prayer rug.

(electric) fan What is this?
This is a(n electric) fan.

curtain Is this a rug?
This is not a rug.  It is a curtain.

clock, watch What is this?
This is a clock.

lamp, light How about this?
This one?  It’s a light.

picture
pictures

Is this too a clock?
This isn’t a clock.  It’s a picture.

How about these?
These are pictures.

KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS 1.02c
III

TRADITIONAL OBJECTS

Bashir and Ahmadu

(woven) tray What is this?
This, it’s a faifai tray.

tuwo
(“mush,!staple!food”)

How about this?
This?  This is tuwo.

calabash What is this?
This?  This is a calabash.

ladle
ladle for miya

What is this?
This?  This is a ladle for miya (“sauce”).

plate How about this?
This is a plate.

seive, sifter What is this?
This is a sifter.

cooking pot Is this a cooking pot?
This?  No.  This is a calabash.
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How about this?  What is this?
This is a cooking pot.

woven tray, plate Is this a faifaitray?
This one?  No.  It’s a plate.

enamelware basin Is this a cooking pot?
No, this is not a cooking pot.  An enamelware basin is what this is.

spoon How about this?
This is a spoon.

teapot,!pitcher, jug
plastic teapot

Is this a cup?
No, this is not a cup.  This is a plastic teapot.1

KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS 1.02d
IV

TRADITIONAL OBJECTS

Bashir and Ahmadu

mortar What is this?
This is a mortar

pestle What is this?
This is a pestle.

machete How about this?
This one?  It’s a machete.

rake What is this?
This is a rake.

shovel Is this a pestle?
No, it’s not a pestle.  It’s a shovel.

shoe(s) What is this?
This is a shoe.

basket Is this a mortar?
No, this isn’t a mortar.  It’s a basket.

bucket What is this?
This is a bucket.

                                                
1 Plastic water pots such as the one seen in the video are used for prayer ablutions.
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KNOWLEDGE OF THINGS 1.02e
V

PARTS OF A HOUSE

Ahmadu and Bashir

doorway What is this?
This is a doorway.

faucet What is this?
This is a faucet.

toilet What is that?
That is a toilet.

water pot What is this?
This is a water pot.

cooking pot Is this a water pot?
No, this is a cooking pot.

wall What is this?
This?  This is a wall.

window What is this?
This is a window.

writing board, slate What is this?
This is a writing board.2

stool How about this?
This is a (woman’s) stool.

broom What is this?
This is a broom.

door panel Is this a doorway?
No, it’s not a doorway.  It’s a door panel.

                                                
2 Used for writing, reciting, and memorizing verses of the Koran.


